
juried 
membership 
exhibition 
October 4, 2013 – November 16, 2013

Opening Reception  6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Awards Presentation  7:00 p.m.

1600 Smith Street, Houston, TX 77002

Juror: Harwood Taylor 
Vice President, Gremillion & Co. Fine Art

31st

www.VisualArtsAlliance.org



Ex
hi

bi
tio

n 
Su

pp
or

t
Vendors and Sponsors

Visual Arts Alliance extends great appreciation to Brookfield Office 
Properties for providing 1600 Smith Street Gallery as the exhibition 
venue.

Arts Brookfield presents exciting, world-class cultural experiences 
to thousands of people for free each year in both indoor and 
outdoor public spaces at Brookfield Office Properties’ premier 
buildings in New York, Los Angeles, Denver, Houston, Toronto, 
Perth and Sydney. From concerts, theater and dance to film 
screenings and art exhibitions, Arts Brookfield brings public 
spaces to life through art.

Over the next year starting this October, Arts Brookfield celebrates 
its 25th Anniversary through an interactive initiative, Art Set 
Free. The public is invited to submit original artworks of all kinds 
for display at Brookfield’s properties around the globe and on 
ArtsBrookfield.com.

Visual Arts Alliance Board of Directors

Matt Adams  President  
Howard Adams Vice President 
R. Michael Reed Treasurer
Homer Allen Secretary
Daniel Brents Chairman, Exhibitions Committee
Lorena Morales Chairman, Membership Committee
Ann McBride Chairman, Programs Committee
Karen Anne Smith Chairman, Publicity & Community Relations
Susana O’Docharty Member-At-Large
Crystal Owens Member-At-Large

About VAA
Visual Arts Alliance Mission Statement

Visual Arts Alliance (VAA) is an educational organization for 
serious practitioners of the visual arts and interested members 
of the general public. Founded in Houston, TX in 1981, VAA is 
a volunteer-run, 501(c)3, non-profit organization. VAA produces 
professionally juried art exhibitions providing opportunities for 
members and non-members to have their work professionally 
judged and viewed by the general public. VAA also organizes 
educational programs including studio, gallery and museum 
tours in addition to presentations of art-related resources. 
Recreational programs provide creative and supportrive events 
beneficial to artists. 

Benefits for Artists

• Opportunity to enter 4 juried exhibits per year
• Interaction with curators, galleries, etc.
• Interaction with artists in all visual media
• Learn how to produce an exhibit
• Learn how to promote art activities
• Free webpage
• Free, members-only workshops

Benefits for Artists and Non-Artists

• Free educational programs such as artist talks, studio visits,  
museum and gallery tours

• Ability to purchase exhibited artwork with no commission 
fees

• Greater exposure to the Houston arts community
• Ability to promote art-related news on our FaceBook page
• Chance to win free VAA t-shirt

www.VisualArtsAlliance.org



If you look at a Matisse drawing, the line will stop and start before 
it proceeds down the arm, leg, face etc. It’s subtle, but when 
you see their drawings side by side, it’s distinct. The line also 
gives some indication about what the artists were like personally. 
Picasso charged ahead confident and brash, while Matisse was 
no less daring but more sentimental. His line seems to stop and 
smell the roses. 

Hopefully you will take advantage of seeing all this work together 
and notice that one of the reasons you like a piece might be 
related to how it is made and what it is made from. You will see 
that the way the marks are used to build the image plays a role in 
your feeling about it. If you’ll do one more thing for me…. stand in 
front of a piece that you don’t like for 60 seconds and really look 
at it. I think you’ll find your opinion softens and your mind opens  
a bit. 
 
The limits and joy of judging by jpeg.
As an art dealer, I avoid sending images of artwork for a collector 
to consider by email. When you reduce, for example, a 4 x 4 
foot painting to a digital file that can be easily sent and opened 
quickly, the collector might as well be looking at a large postage 
stamp under glass. For the purpose of a juried exhibition, this is 
what we must do because we can’t ask 66 artists to bring 182 
pieces for our review. Never the less, going through these images 
on my laptop, I wished there was some way to see the surface. 
Still, it was a joy to see an abundance of new work at home on my 
laptop. 

Final Note to the potential buyer/collector
As a potential buyer/collector, you make all this possible. Years 
from now, if you happen to be a first time buyer, this day will be 
forever memorialized as the day on which you bought your first 
piece of “real art”. You will have had the rewarding experience 
of living with good art over time. The advantage of being a 
seasoned collector is knowing this in advance and being able 
to recognize the good value in buying any one of these pieces. I 
hope you enjoy the show and are inspired to see with new eyes. 
Thank you for coming.

Harwood Taylor, Juror
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Welcome to the Visusal Arts Alliance 31st Juried 
Membership Exhibition

I want to thank VAA president Matt Adams for giving me the 
opportunity to act as juror for this exhibition and the 66 artists 
who submitted artwork for consideration. It is one thing to create 
a work of art to satisfy yourself and quite another to enter a blind 
juried exhibition. I hope you will acknowledge yourselves for “just 
doing it.” 

What’s in a piece of art?
Going through 182 entries, I was especially impressed by the 
number of different materials used to make art by VAA members. 
Most exhibitions, even group shows, contain art made with a 
narrow range of materials. You will rarely see this many different 
materials used to make art in one exhibition. Represented here 
are Acrylic, Oil, Encaustic, Pen and Ink, Enamel, Canvas, Wood, 
Paper, Vinyl, Photography, Chalk, Printers Ink and Sculpture made 
with Ceramic, Porcelain, Wood, Bronze and Fabric... and that 
does not include mixed media work. It’s impressive!

Why is material important?
Few will argue that when you boil most art down to its essence, 
the physical part is simply “mark making”. The marks may 
describe a figure, landscape or abstracted image. In fact, the 
mark itself is the subject of many modern paintings, as is the 
case in this exhibition. A skillfully placed line, dash, dot, texture 
etc. can produce a visually rewarding work of art that may evoke 
a powerful response in us, even though there is no recognizable 
image. As you walk through this exhibition, I encourage you 
to look carefully at the medium the artist used and how they 
employed it. If you do this, I promise you will see more and have 
a better appreciation of both the art and the artist. 

For instance, Picasso and Matisse, who were friends and great 
competitors, made many beautiful line drawings of women. At a 
quick glance, one could understandably mistake a Picasso for 
a Matisse or the other way around. They both were able to sum 
up the figure with only a few marks and yet they had their own 
way of making marks. Picasso’s line is most commonly a smooth 
continuous mark. Picasso once put a pencil to paper and drew 
a cat from start to finish without lifting the pencil from the paper. 
Matisse’s drawings have a stop and start pattern.
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Harwood Taylor, Vice President of Gremillion & 
Co. Fine Art, is celebrating his 26th year with the 

gallery. He is an artist and published photographer 
whose work is included in both corporate and 

private collections. His mother, Audrey Taylor was 
a professional artist, his father, Bill Taylor was a 
freelance staff writer for all of the major Houston 
newspapers and his namesake uncle, Harwood 
Taylor, was the founding partner of Neuhaus & 

Taylor and 3/D International. He studied art history 
with David Brauer at The Glassell School of Art and 
photography with Richard Payne at Rice University.

Gremillion & Co. Fine Art
2501 Sunset Boulevard

Houston, TX 77005
713-522-2701

www.Gremillion.com

31st Juried Membership Exhibition Winners

1st Place - $800 award

Mary H. Case
20/20

2nd Place - $500 award

Stephen Smith
Cowan

3rd Place - $300 award

Sally Stubbs
Morning View

Honorable Mention Awards
$50 award each

Matt Adams
Trip in the Barn 

Homer Allen
Wildflowers #11

Marilyn Blake-Lowry
Underwater Fantasy

Nell Gottlieb
Italianate

hJulia Koutroulis
Naptime

Rosalind Speed
Pristine



Matt Adams
Matt@MattAdams.com

Trip in the Barn
Archival Print
18” x 23”
$350

Homer Allen
hfredallen@yahoo.com

Wildflowers #11
Enamel on Vinyl
48” x 36”
$540

Marilyn Balke-Lowry
mlowry3@comcast.net

Underwater Fantasy
Polymer Paint on Wood
16” x 16”
$400

Alex Barber
alexbarber@gmail.com

End of the Line
Photography
24” x 18”
$300

Drew Bedo
Drew_Bedo@yahoo.com

Shadowed Sand: 
Surfside, Texas
Archival InkJet Print
18” x 22”
$250

Nancy Binford
nbinford48@yahoo.com

Universal Light
Oil
36” x 48”
not for sale

Daniel Brents
drbrents@comcast.net

Cryptogram
Oil on Canvas
40” x 30”
$1,200

Scoti Carden
Cardenhouse@mac.com

Goat guy Pastel
Mixed Media
20” x 24”
$350
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All work must remain for the duration of the exhibit.
All sale inquiries should be directed to the artist by email.

Mary H. Case
rcase6@comcast.net

20/20
Oil
48” x 36”
$4,500

Lim Chung
chungcreation@yahoo.
com

The Village, No. 4
Ink/Watercolor on Paper
24” x 24”
$480

Diane Gelman
dianegel@aol.com

It’s Not Easy Being Green
Acrylic on Canvas with 
Crayon and Transfers
30” x 24”
$350

Nell Gottlieb
nell.gottlieb@gmail.com

Italianate
Ceramic and pate de 
verre (glass)
13” x 15” x 14”
not for sale

Lynn Greene
jtltgreene@gmail.com

Splash
Oil
24” x 30”
not for sale

Julia Koivumaa
julia@juliakoivumaa.com

Atlantis
Encaustic & Mixed Media
48” x 48”
$4,500

Julia Koutroulis
julia.koutroulis@gmail.com

Big Brother’s Jacket
Oils
31” x 25”
not for sale

Julia Koutroulis
julia.koutroulis@gmail.com

Naptime
Oils
41” x 31
$700

Exhibiting Artw
orks

All work must remain for the duration of the exhibit.
All sale inquiries should be directed to the artist by email.



C. Micheal Krzesienski
mk102840@aol.com

Stairway to Heaven
Pen and Ink
16 3/4” x 14 3/4”
$177

Denise Liebl
deniseliebl@att.net

Crossvine Botanical
Charcoal, Gesso, Acrylic 
on Paper
54” x 46”
$1,200

Ignatz Maus
ignatzart@gmail.com

The Commander Goes 
All In
Oil on Canvas
30” x 40”
$1,200

Ignatz Maus
ignatzart@gmail.com

Suddenly, Miss Davis
Oil on Canvas
30” x 40”
$1,200

Eileen McClellan
emcclellan48@me.com

Suggestions
Earthenware, underglaze, 
acrylic, wax
9” x 10 1/2” x 8”
$400

Tracey Meyer
traceymeyerart@hotmail.
com

Pinwheels 6
Acrylic on Cradle Board
17” x 17”
not for sale

William H. Miller
billy@whimdesigns.com

Poet
Acrylic
48” x 30”
$1,500

Lorena Morales
lmendez5@hotmail.com

Chromospheres #118
Enamel Paint on Plexi-
glass
18” x 24” x 2”
$900
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All work must remain for the duration of the exhibit.
All sale inquiries should be directed to the artist by email.

Nicola Mosley
artnik@ntlworld.com

Harbor
Oil & Charcoal on Canvas
30” x 48”
$2,500

Kelyne Reis
kelyne@kelyne.de

Bridges
Acrylic on Canvas
40” x 30”
$2,100

Kelyne Reis
kelyne@kelyne.de

Through #2
Acrylic on Canvas
24”x24”
$1,100

Janet Roe
janet@janetroe.com

Creeping from the 
series Consequences of 
Inaction
Photography
18” x 24”
$200

Nicci Sevier-Vuck
nicci@artNSV.com

Midnight Glow
Acrylic
18” x 24”
$540

Edith Martin Shreeve
e.shreeve@earthlink.net

Knows Not and George
Bronze
15” x 15”
$3,000

John Slaby
john_slaby@yahoo.com

Broken dreams
Oil on Canvas
20” x 24”
not for sale

Stephen Smith
stevesmith2@msn.com

Cowan
Archival Digital Print on 
Pearl Paper
37” x 31”
$1,500

Exhibiting Artw
orks

All work must remain for the duration of the exhibit.
All sale inquiries should be directed to the artist by email.



Karen Anne Smith
ksmithtex@aol.com

Monkey Print
Patterned Paper, Chalk, 
Vintage Cassette Tape
18” x 18”
$325

Janice G. Smith
janicesmith0822@com-
cast.net

My GPS Made on 
Monday
Threads/Photography
24” x 24”
$375

Rosalind Speed
speedrosalind@aol.com

Pristine
Lithograph
16” x 11”
$150

Frances Carter 
Stephens
fcstephens@comcast.net

Awakening
Oil on Canvas
24” x 24”
not for sale

Lynn Sterba
betlynn1900@sbcglobal.
net

Nearing the Atchafalaya
Oil on Canvas
18” x 24”
$450

Sally Stubbs
colorcentric@aol.com

Morning View
Photography
20” x 16”
$250

Lyn Sullivan
lynsullivan2@gmail.com

Urbangreen.02
Photography
24” x 18”
$275

Regina Verani
galeriaregina@comcast.
net

Under the Microscope 
#45
Acrylic on Canvas
22” x 14”
$500
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All work must remain for the duration of the exhibit.
All sale inquiries should be directed to the artist by email.

Michelle A. Zacks
mazacks@gmail.com

Treasure Chst #11: 
It Was Once Cherished
Porcelain, Fabric & Dis-
carded Tiles in a Wooden 
Box
19” x 15” x 17.5”
$1,200

Dee Zunker
dee.zunker@swbell.net

Mirror on Main
Archival Pigment Print
20” x 30”
$300

Exhibiting Artw
orks

All work must remain for the duration of the exhibit.
All sale inquiries should be directed to the artist by email.

VAA congratulates all those who 
submitted their work to be considered 

for this exhibition. 

Artists receive 100% of the sales price. 
VAA requires no commission 

on any of these works.
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VAA Membership Application

To help us keep our records current fill out the information below 
and MAIL form with your membership dues.

Please put an X after any information that may have changed from 
last year. 

Please print legibly.
MEMBERSHIP DUES    $40 

Please check one:  ____ New member
   ____ Renewing member

Date______________________________________________        

Name________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City_________________________________________________

State _______________________________    Zip_____________

Home phone ________________  Cell phone__________________

Email address ______________________________________________
 
Website________________________________________________

Artist’s medium ______________________________________________

Referred by  ___________________________________________

q Check box if you need to add/modify your free personal 
    VAA web page.

Send membership form with check made payable to:
Visual Arts Alliance  |  P.O. Box 130703, Houston, TX 77219-0843

Exhibition Volunteers

Matt Adams
Homer Allen
Drew Bedo

Daniel Brents
Marti Corn

Donna Durbin
Diane Gelman

Marsha Glickman
Eva Graf

Lynn Greene
Paula Haymond
Julia Koutroulis

Rona Lesser
Denise Liebl

Eileen McClellan
Tracey Meyer

Rebecca Molleyo
Lorena Morales
Crystal Owens

Mike Reed
Nicci Sevier-Vuck

Janice Smith
Karen Anne Smith
Rosalind Speed

Frances Carter Stephens
Sally Stubbs
Lyn Sullivan
Dune Tencer

Barbara Tennant 
Regina Verani
Michele Zacks
Donna Villarreal

Robert Williamson 
Dee Zunker

VAA also wishes to thank all those who have 
volunteered their time during the opening. 



www.VisualArtsAlliance.org

juried 
invitational 
exhibition
Total Plaza Gallery (1201 Louisiana Street)
February 3–April 18, 2014
Juror: Michael Guidry, University of Houston, 
Curator of University Art Collections

juried 
open 
exhibition
Three Allen Center Gallery (333 Clay Street)
May 19–July 11, 2014
Juror: Clint Willour, Curator, Galveston Art Center

juried 
invitational 
exhibition
Total Plaza Gallery (1201 Louisiana Street)
July 14–August 22, 2014

5th

31st

6th


